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In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent

Khuf
Shoes/Leather Socks
EVIDENCE OF WIPING OVER LEATHER SOCKS
In the Qur'an, Allah I has commanded us to wash our feet while making wudu, thus, it should not
be permissible to simply wipe over our socks instead. However, in Shari’ah, if a Qur'anic command is
modified in light of ahadith, certain rules must be followed:
1. The hadith, on the basis of which the modification is made, must not have just a single source; it
must be narrated by many continuous sources (mutawatir) or it must be quite well known.
2. The hadith must date after the revelation of the Qur'anic verse.
Since these conditions are well met on the issue of wiping over leather socks (khuf), there is no
dissent among the ummah about its permissibility, which is evident from numerous ahadith.

.ﺣﺪﺛﻨﻲ ﺳﺒﻌﻮن ﻣﻦ اﺻﺤﺎب اﻟﻨﺒﻲ ﺻﻠﻲ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ و ﺳﻠﻢ ان رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﺻﻠﻲ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ و ﺳﻠﻢ ﻣﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ اﻟﺨﻔﯿﻦ
(ﺗﻔﺴﯿﺮ ﻗﺮطﺒﻲ,) ﻓﺘﺢ اﻟﺒﺎري
Hasan Basri rahmatullahi alayh said, “Seventy companions have mentioned to me that the Prophet of Allah r
wiped over leather socks.” (Tafseer Qurtubi v 6 p 93, Fath-al-Bari v 1 p 306)

() ﻓﺘﺢ اﻟﺒﺎري.و ﻧﻘﻞ اﻟﺤﺎﻓﻆ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻔﺘﺢ ﻋﻦ اﺑﻦ اﻟﻤﺒﺎرك ﻟﯿﺲ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ اﻟﺨﻔﯿﻦ ﻋﻦ اﻟﺼﺤﺎﺑﺔ اﺧﺘﻼف
Hafiz Ibn Hajar has reported from Abdullah bin Mubarak in Fath-al-Bari that there was no dissent among the
companions about wiping over leather socks. (Fath-al-Bari v 1 p 305)
Some compilers of ahadith counted the number of sahabah who narrated the permissibility of wiping
over leather socks and found eighty; among them were the ten sahabah who were given the glad tidings of
paradise by the Prophet
command was met.

r

during their lifetime. Thus, the first condition of modifying the Qur'anic

The following hadith meets the second condition, namely that this practice of the Prophet
reported after the revelation of the Qur'anic verse:

r was

ﻋﻦ ﺟﺮﯾﺮ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ اﻟﺒﺠﻠﻲ اﻧﮫ ﺑﺎل ﺛﻢ ﺗﻮﺿﺄ و ﻣﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺧﻔﯿﮫ ﻓﻘﯿﻞ ﻟﮫ اﺗﻔﻌﻞ ھﺬا ﻓﻘﺎل ﻧﻌﻢ راﯾﺖ رﺳﻮل ﷲ
ﺻﻠﻲ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ و ﺳﻠﻢ ﺑﺎل ﺛﻢ ﺗﻮﺿﺄ و ﻣﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺧﻔﯿﮫ ﻗﺎل اﻋﻤﺶ ﻗﺎل اﺑﺮاھﯿﻢ ﻛﺎن ﯾﻌﺠﺒﮭﻢ ھﺬا اﻟﺤﺪﯾﺚ ﻻن
( ﻣﺴﻨﺪ اﺣﻤﺪ, اﺑﻦ ﻣﺎﺟﺔ, ﻧﺴﺎﺋﻲ, ﺗﺮﻣﺬي, ﺑﺨﺎري,) ﻣﺴﻠﻢ.اﺳﻼم ﺟﺮﯾﺮ ﻛﺎن ﺑﻌﺪ ﻧﺰول اﻟﻤﺎﺋﺪة
Jarir bin Abdullah t urinated, then performed ablution and wiped over his leather socks. It was said to him,
"Do you do like this?" He said, "Yes, I saw that the Prophet of Allah r urinated, then performed ablution,
and then wiped over his shoes." A'mash said, "Ibrahim had observed that this hadith was a surprise for them
(the people) because Jarir had embraced Islam after the revelation of Surah al-Ma'ida." (Muslim h 401, Bukhari
h 374, Tirmidhi h 86, Nasai h 117, Ibn Majah h 536, Musnad Ahmad h 18439)
Although this issue of wiping over leather socks (khuf) has been proven to be beyond guess-work, it is
very important to understand the conditions under which this was practiced in the days of the Prophet r:
1. The leather socks must cover the feet, including the ankles.
2. It is possible to walk in them for two to three miles. Khuf (leather socks) in those days were worn as
shoes and not as socks like we wear them today. People used to travel wearing those khuf. They
normally wore slippers and when they traveled, they would wear the khuf.
Note: It is only permissible to make masah over leather socks if they were worn after performing wudu.
Masah is not permissible if wudu was not performed beforehand.

ﻪﻠﹶﺘﺍﺣ ﺭﻦﻝﹶ ﻋﺰ ﻓﹶﻨﻢﻌ ﻧﺎﺀٌ ﻗﹸﻠﹾﺖ ﻣﻚﻌﻰ ﺃﹶﻣﺴِﲑﹴ ﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﻟﻰ ﻣ ﻓﻠﹶﺔ ﻟﹶﻴ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﺫﹶﺍﺕﺒﹺﻰ ﺍﻟﻨﻊ ﻣﺖ ﻗﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﻛﹸﻨ ﺃﹶﺑﹺﻴﻪﻦ ﻋﺓﲑﻐﻦﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﻋ
ﺮﹺﺝﺨ ﺃﹶﻥﹾ ﻳﻊﻄﺘﺴ ﻳ ﻓﹶﻠﹶﻢﻮﻑ ﺻﻦﺔﹲ ﻣﺒ ﺟﻪﻠﹶﻴﻋ ﻭﻪﻬﺟﻞﹶ ﻭﺴ ﻓﹶﻐﺓﺍﻭ ﺍﻹِﺩﻦ ﻣﻪﻠﹶﻴ ﻋﻏﹾﺖﺎﺀَ ﻓﹶﺄﹶﻓﹾﺮ ﺟﻞﹺ ﺛﹸﻢ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻴﺍﺩﻮﻰ ﺳﻯ ﻓﺍﺭﻮﻰ ﺗﺘﻰ ﺣﺸﻓﹶﻤ
ﺎﻤﻬﻠﹾﺘﺧﻰ ﺃﹶﺩﺎ ﻓﹶﺈﹺﻧﻤﻬﻋ ﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﺩﻪﻔﱠﻴ ﺧﺰﹺﻉ ﻷَﻧﺖﻳﻮ ﺃﹶﻫ ﺛﹸﻢﻪﺃﹾﺳ ﺑﹺﺮﺢﺴﻣ ﻭﻪﻴﺍﻋﺭﻞﹶ ﺫﺴ ﻓﹶﻐﺔﺒﻔﹶﻞﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﺠ ﺃﹶﺳﻦﺎ ﻣﻤﻬﺟﺮﻰ ﺃﹶﺧﺘﺎ ﺣﻬﻨ ﻣﻪﻴﺍﻋﺭﺫ
( ﻣﺴﻨﺪ ﺍﲪﺪ, ﺍﺑﻮ ﺩﺍﺅﺩ, ﻧﺴﺎﺋﻲ, ﻣﺴﻠﻢ,) ﲞﺎﺭﻱ. ﺎﻬﹺﻤﻠﹶﻴ ﻋﺢﺴﻣﻦﹺ ﻭﻴﺗﺮﻃﹶﺎﻫ
Al-Mughira t narrated: One night I was with the Prophet r on a journey. He asked (me), "Have you got
water with you?" I replied, "Yes." So he got down from his she-camel and went away till he disappeared in the
darkness of the night. Then he came back and I poured water for him from the pot (for the ablution). He
washed his face and hands while he was wearing a woolen cloak (the sleeves of which were narrow), so he
could not take his arms out of it. So he took them out from underneath the cloak. Then he washed his
forearms and passed his wet hands over his head. Then I tried to take off his khufs, but he said, "Leave them,
for I have performed ablution before putting them on." And so he passed his wet hands over them. (Bukhari p
119, Muslim h 408, Nasai h 124, Abu Dawood h 130, Musnad Ahmad h 17440)

THE PROPER METHOD FOR PERFORMING MASAH
Masah on khuf (leather socks) is only performed on top of the feet. The proper way to wipe the
socks is to place the first three fingers of the hand on top of the foot (by the toes) and slide them back to the
top of the ankle bone. The right hand hand should be used to wipe the right foot and the left hand for the
left foot.

ﻠﹶﻰ ﻋﺢﺴﻤ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﻳﻮﻝﹶ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺳ ﺭﺖﺃﹶﻳ ﺭﻗﹶﺪ ﻭﻼﹶﻩ ﺃﹶﻋﻦﺢﹺ ﻣﺴﻟﹶﻰ ﺑﹺﺎﻟﹾﻤ ﺃﹶﻭﻒﻔﹶﻞﹸ ﺍﻟﹾﺨﺃﹾﻯﹺ ﻟﹶﻜﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﺃﹶﺳ ﺑﹺﺎﻟﺮﻳﻦ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﺍﻟﺪﻋﻦ ﻋﻠﻲﹴ ﻟﹶﻮ
( ﺩﺍﺭﻣﻲ,) ﺍﺑﻮ ﺩﺍﺅﺩ. ﻪﻔﱠﻴﺮﹺ ﺧﻇﹶﺎﻫ
Ali t narrated, “If the Deen were based on opinion, it would be more important to wipe the bottom of the
shoe than the upper, but I have seen the Prophet r wiping over the upper part of his shoes.” (Abu Dawood h
140, Darimi h 709)

ﻰﻨﻤ ﺍﻟﹾﻴﻩﺪ ﻳﻊﺿﻭ ﻭﻪﻔﱠﻴﻠﹶﻰ ﺧ ﻋﺢﺴﻣﺄﹶ ﻭﺿﻮﻰ ﺗﺘﺎﺀَ ﺣ ﺟﺎﻝﹶ ﺛﹸﻢ ﺑ-ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ- ﻮﻝﹶ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺳ ﺭﺖﺃﹶﻳﺔﹶ ﻗﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﺭﺒﻌﻦﹺ ﺷ ﺑﺓﲑﻐﻦﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﻋ
- ﻮﻝﹺ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺳﺎﺑﹺﻊﹺ ﺭ ﺇﹺﻟﹶﻰ ﺃﹶﺻﻈﹸﺮﻰ ﺃﹶﻧﻰ ﻛﹶﺄﹶﻧﺘﺓﹰ ﺣﺪﺍﺣﺔﹰ ﻭﺤﺴﺎ ﻣﻤﻼﹶﻫ ﺃﹶﻋﺢﺴ ﻣ ﺛﹸﻢ، ﺮﺴ ﺍﻷَﻳﻔﱢﻪﻠﹶﻰ ﺧﻯ ﻋﺮﺴ ﺍﻟﹾﻴﻩﺪﻳ ﻭ، ﻦﹺﻤ ﺍﻷَﻳﻔﱢﻪﻠﹶﻰ ﺧﻋ
( ﺍﺑﻦ ﺍﰊ ﺷﻴﺒﻪ, ) ﺍﻟﺒﻴﻬﻘﻲ.ﻦﹺﻔﱠﻴﻠﹶﻰ ﺍﻟﹾﺨ ﻋ-ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ
Mughirah ibn Shu'bah t narrated: I saw the Prophet r urinate, perform ablution and wipe over his socks
placing his right hand on top of his right foot and his left hand over his left foot and pulled them back once
till I saw his wet finger marks on his socks. (Bayhaqi v 1 p 292, Ibn Abi Shaybah v 1 p 170)
VALIDITY PERIOD OF THE MASAH
The maximum duration of validity for the masah is three days and three nights for a traveller. For a
resident, the masah is valid for a period of one day and one night (twenty-four hours). Afterwards, one must
remove the leather socks and wash the feet for wudu.

ﻊ ﻣﺮﺎﻓﺴ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﻳﻪ ﻓﹶﺈﹺﻧﻠﹾﻪﺐﹴ ﻓﹶﺴﻦﹺ ﺃﹶﺑﹺﻰ ﻃﹶﺎﻟ ﺑﹺﺎﺑﻚﻠﹶﻴ ﻋﻦﹺ ﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎﻟﹶﺖﻔﱠﻴﻠﹶﻰ ﺍﻟﹾﺨﺢﹺ ﻋﺴﻦﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺎ ﻋﺄﹶﻟﹸﻬﺔﹶ ﺃﹶﺳﺸﺎﺋ ﻋﺖﻴ ﻗﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﺃﹶﺗﺎﻧﹺﺊﻦﹺ ﻫﺢﹺ ﺑﻳﺮ ﺷﻦﻋ
ﻠﹶﺔﹰﻟﹶﻴﻣﺎﹰ ﻭﻮﻳﺮﹺ ﻭﺎﻓﺴﻠﹾﻤ ﻟﻦﻬﻴﺎﻟﻟﹶﻴﺎﻡﹴ ﻭ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﺛﹶﻼﹶﺛﹶﺔﹶ ﺃﹶﻳﻮﻝﹸ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺳﻞﹶ ﺭﻌ ﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﺟﺎﻩﺄﹶﻟﹾﻨ ﻓﹶﺴ.  ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢﻮﻝﹺ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺳﺭ
( ﺍﺑﻦ ﻣﺎﺟﺔ, ﻧﺴﺎﺋﻲ,) ﻣﺴﻠﻢ. ﻴﻢﹺﻘﻠﹾﻤﻟ
t said: I came to A'isha radhiallahu anha to ask her about wiping over leather socks. She
said, "You better ask (Ali) the son of Abu Talib t for he used to travel with Allah's Prophet r." We asked
him and he said, "Allah's Prophet r stipulated (the upper limit) of three days and three nights for a traveller
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and one day and one night for the resident." (Muslim h 414, Nasai h 129, Ibn Majah h 545)

() ﺗﺮﻣﺬﻱ.ﻡﻮﻴﻢﹺ ﻳﻘﻠﹾﻤﻟﺮﹺ ﺛﹶﻼﹶﺛﹶﺔﹲ ﻭﺎﻓﺴﻠﹾﻤﻦﹺ ﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﻟﻔﱠﻴﻠﹶﻰ ﺍﻟﹾﺨﺢﹺ ﻋﺴﻦﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﻞﹶ ﻋﺌ ﺳﻪ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﺃﹶﻧﺒﹺﻰﻦﹺ ﺍﻟﻨ ﻋﻦﹺ ﺛﹶﺎﺑﹺﺖﺔﹶ ﺑﻤﻳﺰ ﺧﻦﻋ
Khuzaimah bin Thabit t narrated: The Prophet r was asked about wiping over leather socks. He replied,
"The traveler may perform masah for three days and the resident for one day." (Tirmidhi h 88)
Note: The validity period for masah begins when the first wudu, after which the socks were worn, becomes
invalid.
FACTORS THAT INVALIDATE MASAH
1. Every time wudu becomes invalid, masah also becomes invalid.
2. Removing a foot or part thereof from the sock. In this case, both feet will have to be washed again.
3. The expiry of the validity period.
Note: masah over leather socks is permissible only for performing wudu. If ghusl (taking a bath) becomes
obligatory, the socks must be removed to wash the feet.

ﻦ ﺇﹺﻻﱠ ﻣﻴﻬﹺﻦﺎﻟﻟﹶﻴﺎﻡﹴ ﻭﺎ ﺛﹶﻼﹶﺛﹶﺔﹶ ﺃﹶﻳﻔﹶﺎﻓﹶﻨ ﺧﺰﹺﻉﻨﻔﹾﺮﺍﹰ ﺃﹶﻥﹾ ﻻﹶ ﻧﺎ ﺳﺎ ﺇﹺﺫﹶﺍ ﻛﹸﻨﻧﺮﺄﹾﻣ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﻳﻮﻝﹸ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺳﺎﻝﹴ ﻗﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﺭﺴﻦﹺ ﻋﺍﻥﹶ ﺑﻔﹾﻮ ﺻﻦﻋ
( ﻣﺴﻨﺪ ﺍﲪﺪ, ﺍﺑﻦ ﻣﺎﺟﺔ, ﻧﺴﺎﺋﻲ,) ﺗﺮﻣﺬﻱ. ﻡﹴﻮﻧﻝﹴ ﻭﻮﺑ ﻭﻂ ﻏﹶﺎﺋﻦ ﻣﻦﻟﹶﻜ ﻭﺔﺎﺑﻨﺟ
Safwan bin 'Asal t narrated: The Prophet of Allah r used to tell us, "Perform masah over the socks for
three days and nights during travel. Do not take the socks off for going to the toilet, but take them off if
ghusl is required." (Tirmidhi h 89, Nasai h 137, Ibn Majah h 471, Musnad Ahmad h 17401)
ABOUT MASAH OVER REGULAR SOCKS
In Arabic, “khuf” refers to shoes that cover the entire foot including the ankle. Since khuf is
translated as "leather socks" these days, people confuse them with today's regular socks and, therefore,
consider it permissible to make masah over them as well. It is very clear from studying the ahadith that khuf
were not socks, but rather shoes.
In Bukhari, there is a hadith which talks about a man who brought water out of a well for a thirsty dog
in his khuf. The words of the hadith are: "So he filled his khuf with water." It is impossible to use today's
regular socks, which are usually made of cotton or nylon, to carry or hold water.
It is also clear from the ahadith that they used to go out and walk with these khuf without wearing
shoes over them. They used to travel wearing these khuf. Today, the use of socks is completely different. We
wear shoes over our ordinary socks and to consider these socks the same as khuf is incorrect. This
misunderstanding arises from not understanding the proper meaning and use of khufs. It is impermissible to
perform over the socks we normally wear today.
In Shari’ah, it is not permissible to guess and use deductive logic to understand or modify rulings. For
example, when performing wudu, we are required to wash our arms up to the elbows; also, our wudu is
nullified if we break wind. We do not know the reasoning behind these rulings. Why should our arms be
washed upto the elbows, or how does breaking wind make us unclean? We simply follow these commands
and perform wudu accordingly.

Similarly, it is incomprehensible how wiping over khufs is the same as washing our feet in wudu, but
since we are not permitted to modify any other prescribed rules of performing wudu, we cannot deduce that
our regular socks are the same as khuf. If one begins to get into such deductive reasoning, who is to say that
performing masah over gloves or a helmet is impermissible.
There are some ahadith regarding masah over regular socks, but all of them are weak except the
hadith narrated by Mughira bin Shu'aba t. The following opinions of the scholars of ahadith about this
hadith provide sufficient understanding of such ahadith:

.ﻋﻦ ﻣﻐﯿﺮة ﺑﻦ ﺷﻌﺒﺔ ان اﻟﻨﺒﻲ ﺻﻠﻲ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ و ﺳﻠﻢ ﺗﻮﺿﺄ و ﻣﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ اﻟﺠﻮرﺑﯿﻦ و اﻟﻨﻌﻠﯿﻦ
Mughira bin Shu'aba t narrated: The Prophet r made masah over his jorab (socks) and shoes.

ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ داود َ ﻛﺎن ﻋﺒﺪ ُاﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ ِ ﺑﻦ ُﻣﮭﺪي ٍ ﻻ ﯾﺤﺪ ّ ث ﺑﮭﺬا اﻟﺤﺪﯾﺚ ﻻن اﻟﻤﻌﺮوف ﻋﻦ اﻟﻤﻐﯿﺮة ﻋﻦ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ ﺻﻠﻲ ﷲ
() اﺑﻮ داؤد.ﻋﻠﯿﮫ و ﺳﻠﻢ ﻣﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ اﻟﺨﻔﯿﻦ
Abu Dawood rahmatullahi alayah said that Abdul Rahman bin Mehdi [the teacher of Imam Bukhari and a
highly respected scholar of ahadith] did not used to mention this hadith, for all the other well known ahadith
narrated by Mughira bin Shu'aba t about wiping over socks are regarding masah over leather socks. (Abu
Dawood h 137)
Perhaps, the narrator mistakenly used the word jorab, which means sock, instead of khuf as has been
mentioned in all other ahadith narrated by him.
Abu Dawood rahmatullahi alayh has also mentioned the names of a number of sahabah who used to
wipe over socks, but all of them are without evidence and, therefore, not credible. Imam Nasai rahmatullahi
alayh, after mentioning this hadith, classified it as hasan sahih. However, Imam Nawawi rahmatullahi alayh said
that Imam Nasai rahmatullahi alayh made a mistake here because all the other scholars of ahadith have agreed
upon this hadith being weak. Imam Bayhaqi rahmatullahi alayh, in his book Al-Ma'rifa, mentions this hadith
and then adds:

وذﻟﻚ ﺣﺪﯾﺚ ﻣﻨﻜﺮ ﺿﻌ ّ ﻔﮫ ﺳﻔﯿﺎن اﻟﺜﻮري و ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ ﺑﻦ ﻣﮭﺪي و اﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﺣﻨﺒﻞ و ﯾﺤﻲ ﺑﻦ ﻣﻌﯿﻦ و ﻋﻠﻲ
.اﺑﻦ اﻟﻤﺪﯾﻨﻲ و ﻣﺴﻠﻢ ﺑﻦ اﻟﺤﺠﺎج و اﻟﻤﻌﺮوف ﻋﻦ اﻟﻤﻐﯿﺮة ﺣﺪﯾﺚ اﻟﻤﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ اﻟﺨﻔﯿﻦ
و اﺧﺮج ﻓﻲ ﺳﻨﻦ اﻟﻜﺒﺮي ﻗﺎل ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ )ﯾﻌﻨﻲ ﯾﺤﻲ ﺑﻦ ﻣﻨﺼﻮر( راﯾﺖ ﻣﺴﻠﻢ ﺑﻦ اﻟﺤﺠﺎج ﺿﻌﻒ ھﺬا اﻟﺨﺒﺮ
و ﻗﺎل اﺑﻮ ﻗﯿﺲ اﻻودي و ھﺰﯾﻞ ﺑﻦ ﺷﺮﺣﺒﯿﻞ ﻻ ﯾﺤﺘﻤﻼن و ﺧﺼﻮﺻﺎ ﻣﻊ ﻣﺨﺎﻟﻔﺘﮭﻤﺎ اﻻﺟﻠﺔ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ رووا ھﺬا
() اﻟﺒﯿﮭﻘﻲ.اﻟﺨﺒﺮ ﻋﻦ اﻟﻤﻐﯿﺮة ﻓﻘﺎﻟﻮا ﻣﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﻲ اﻟﺨﻔﯿﻦ و ﻗﺎل ﻻ ﯾﺘﺮك ظﺎھﺮ اﻟﻘﺮان ﺑﻤﺜﻞ اﺑﻲ ﻗﯿﺲ و ھﺰﯾﻞ
“This hadith is munkar, for Sufyan Thauri, Abdul Rahman bin Mahdi, Imam Ahmed, Yahyah bin Mu'een,
Ali bin Al Madeeni and Imam Muslim have declared it weak; the hadith narrated by Mughira bin Shu'aba
clearly mentions masah over leather socks. Imam Bayhaqi, in his book Sunan-al-Kubra, has also reported from
Abu Muhammad that Imam Muslim has classified this hadith as weak and said that Abu Qais Audi and
Huzail bin Shurahbeel, among the chain of narrators, are untrustworthy, especially because they have opposed
well respected tabi'een (in this regard). When they narrated this hadith from Mughira bin Shu'aba, he clearly

said that the Prophet r made masah over the leather socks. He also said, "I will not leave the command of
the Qur'an because of a narration from people like Abu Qais and Huzail." (Bayhaqi v 1 p 284)

ﻗﺎل ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ ﺑﻦ ﻣﮭﺪي ﻟﺴﻔﯿﺎن اﻟﺜﻮري ﻟﻮ ﺣﺪﺛﺘﻨﻲ ﻋﻦ اﺑﻲ ﻗﯿﺲ ﻋﻦ ھﺰﯾﻞ ﻣﺎ ﻗﺒﻠﺘﮫ ﻣﻨﻚ ﻓﻘﺎل ﺳﻔﯿﺎن
() اﻟﺒﯿﮭﻘﻲ.اﻟﺤﺪﯾﺚ ﺿﻌﯿﻒ
Abdul Rahman bin Mahdi said to Sufyan Thauri, “Even if you (who are very well respected) will narrate to
me the hadith of Abu Qais that he reports from Huzail, I will not accept it." Sufyan Thauri replied, "This
hadith is weak.” (Bayhaqi v 1 p 284)

ﻞﹸﻳﺰ ﻫﺍﻩﻭﺭ ﻭ، ﺓﺮﺼﻞﹸ ﺍﻟﹾﺒﺃﹶﻫ ﻭﻞﹸ ﺍﻟﹾﻜﹸﻮﻓﹶﺔﺃﹶﻫ ﻭﺔﻳﻨﺪﻞﹸ ﺍﻟﹾﻤ ﺃﹶﻫﺓﲑﻐﻦﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤ ﻋﺍﻩﻭﺢﹺ ﺭﺴﻰ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺔﹶ ﻓﺒﻌﻦﹺ ﺷ ﺑﺓﲑﻐﻳﺚﹸ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺪ ﺣ: ﻳﻨﹺﻰﺪ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﻦ ﺍﺑﻰﻠﻗﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﻋ
() ﺍﻟﺒﻴﻬﻘﻲ.ﺎﺱ ﺍﻟﻨﺎﻟﹶﻒﺧﻦﹺ ﻭﻴﺑﺭﻮﻠﹶﻰ ﺍﻟﹾﺠ ﻋﺢﺴﻣ ﻭ:  ﻗﹶﺎﻝﹶﻪ ﺇﹺﻻﱠ ﺃﹶﻧﺓﲑﻐﻦﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺒﹺﻴﻞﹶ ﻋﺣﺷﺮ ﻦﺑ
Ali bin Madeeni said: The scholars of ahadith from Madinah, Kufa, and Basra narrated the hadith of Mughira
bin Shu'aba (that the Prophet r performed masah over leather socks). But, when Huzail bin Shurahbeel
narrated this hadith from Mughira bin Shu'aba, he said that the Prophet r wiped over regular socks. Thus,
he went against all the other narrators and scholars. (Bayhaqi v 1 p 284)
It is now clear that the ahadith about masah over regular socks are weak. Even if these were sahih
ahadith, it would still not be permissible to make masah over today's regular socks because of the principle,
noted previously, that two conditions must be met in all rulings of fiqh:
1. The hadith must be successive and continuous, or very popular. The hadith pertaining to masah on
regular socks is a single narration.
2. The hadith must date after the revelation of the Qur'anic verse. Here there is no evidence whether
the Prophet r performed masah over regular socks before or after the revelation of the verse about
wudu. Therefore, the command of the Qur'an may not be modified in this regard.
It was also explained that deductive reasoning may not be used in this regard. That is why Imam
Muslim strictly prohibited making masah on regular socks. Kasani rahmatullahi alayh has reported a consensus
on the point that if the socks are thin, masah is not permissible on them:

()اﻟﺒﺪاﺋﻊ.ان ﻛﺎﻧﺎ رﻗﯿﻘﯿﻦ ﯾﺸ ِﻔ ﱠ ﺎن اﻟﻤﺎء ﻻ ﯾﺠﻮز اﻟﻤﺴﺢ ﻋﻠﯿﮭﻤﺎ ﺑﺎﻻﺟﻤﺎع
There is a consensus of scholars that if the socks are thin and water penetrates through, masah will not be
permissible on them. (Al-Bada'i v 1 p 10)
Note: If there are socks that can be used as shoes and one can walk around with them without wearing
something else on top of them, masah would be permissible on them. This permissibility has been reported
by Imam Nasai on the authority of Sufyan Thauri, Ibn Al-Mubarak, Imam Shafi'i, Imam Ahmad, and Ishaq
rahmatullahi ‘alayhum.

